DECEMBER   1783
ENCLOSURE 4
The   affidavit   of   Archibald   Fraser   Esq.,   sworn   before   the
Honourable Mr. Justice Hyde on the sixteenth day of August
one thousand seven hundred and eightytwo.
Archibald Fraser of Calcutta gentleman niaketh oath and says that
some time in the end of the year one thousand seven hundred and seventy
six when John Mills, gentleman, was appointed to the office of Superin-
tendent of the Police of the town of Calcutta vacant by the death of
Alexander Macraby Esq., brother-in-law, as this deponent has heard and
believes, of Philip Francis Esqr,, late a Counsellor" of this settlement, it
being rumored that the said John Mills would not long reside in Bengal,
he this deponent by the mediation of Sir Elijah Impey applied to the
Governor General for his interest to succeed to the office when it should
become vacant, and was informed by the said Sir Elijah that the Governor
had promised his interest when the vacancy should happen, and desired
that this deponent would, in the mean time, employ himself in such
manner as would instruct him to execute the duties of the office; that the
said John Mills having in consequence, as this deponent has heard and
believes, of complaints preferred against him for offences in his office by
the judges of the Supreme Court been obliged to vacate his office, the
said Sir Elijah told this deponent that he wishes this deponent would
not turge the Governor General to keep his promise with regard to the
succession to the said office, he, Sir Elijah, then declaring that he was
apprehensive that if he, this deponent, succeeded to the vacancy it might
cause a suspicion that he, Sir Elijah, had joined in preferring such com-
plaints against the said John Mills not from principles of justice, but for
the purpose of serving the interest of this deponent as this deponent is a
son of the brother of the mother of the said Sir Elijah, and then lived in
his family, and that Sir Elijah further informed this deponent that he
had expressed the same sentiments to the Governor General, and that the
Governor General had promised to serve this deponent in some other
way. And this deponent further says that Charles Stafford Playdell Esqr.
was appointed to the office in the room of the said John Mills. And
this deponent verily believes if Sir Elijah Impey had not for these reasons,
desired this deponent to waive the promises so made by the Governor
General he, this deponent, should have succeeded to the said office. And
this deponent further says that some time in the latter end of the year one
thousand seven hundred and seventy seven, or the beginning of the year
one thousand seven hundred and seventy eight this deponent was informed
that he had been appointed to the office of the Coroner of this town, but
that he, this deponent, disliking the nature of the attendance in such
office, and not being sufficiently instructed in law with the duties of the
same, did beg leave to decline the acceptance of such office. That soon
after, but on what particular day this deponent at this distance of time
cannot say, George Bogle Esqr., now deceased, came to this deponent
who was then alone in his bed chamber, and advised this deponent to
make proposals to the Governor General and Council for a contract to
keep the Government pools of the Burdwaun District in repair for the
space of two years, and the said George Bogle then acquainted this